
HARVESTING THE PLAINS:
How Native Americans Stored the Bounty of the Prairies

Many Native American tribes called Nebraska home, 
but only some of them built earth lodges.  After 
helping to “Harvest the Plains” your students will :
^identify at least 3 tribes who built earth lodges
^ describe at least 3 varieties of Pawnee or Hidatsa  

corn, beans and squash
^compare food storage of Native Americans and 

Settlers in Nebraska Territory during the 1860’s
^describe how corn was a medium of exchange 

between some tribes
^ contrast traditional and modern farming methods  

in Nebraska
^compare the life of a Pawnee woman to a Euro-

American woman of the same time period

Contact: Dawna Ourada: Education Coordinator
308-237-1000 or dourada@archway.org
3060 E. 1st St.; Kearney NE 68847
fax 308-338-0411      www.archway.org

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

•Exploring the earth lodge 

built by members of the 

MHA and Pawnee Nations

•Threshing “spotted-like-a-

horse” beans

•shelling corn

• Role-play Pawnee family 

status

Program Cost:
$8.00 per person 
includes Archway 
Tour and 2 hour 

Program
OR

$5.00 for 2 hour 
Program only

Addresses State Standards:
5th - 8th Grade

Soc. Studies 8.1.1, 8.1.2, 8.1.3, 8.1.5, 8.1.7
Lang. Arts 8.3;  Science 8.4.2 and 8.4.4

Come Harvest the Plains 

and celebrate 

Native American Heritage

The first 25 schools to register will receive a free 
copy of the book /ƘƛŜŦ aŀƴȅ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ by 

Steve Buttess and Ronnie O’Brien!


