Del Peck-The Coming of the Railroad 

Del’s story briefly tells of the trails and their importance in settling our country, followed by the building of the first transcontinental railroad and the impact it had on the trade of goods and services across the nation.  He tells of how  the railroad was there to help our nation get established, and how it is still an important part of the United States today.

Sharon von Aschege – Eliza Donner

Sharon tells the story of the Donner Party and their fateful journey through the eyes of Eliza Donner, a small child and survivor of the expedition.  School children are left wondering what they would do had they taken the unfamiliar route the Donner’s followed and were stranded for a winter on the trail.

Steve Halbert – Frank North

Steve tells the story of Frank North, a commanding officer at Fort Kearny in the early 1860’s, when most of the area male settlers were off fighting in the Civil War.  Frank North enlisted Pawnee Indians called scouts into the military and trained them to help ward off Sioux conflicts with settlers and those following the trails, as well as earning their respect and friendship.

Curly Ladd – Johnny Hodges

Curly tells the story of young Johnny Hodges, who was traveling the Oregon Trail with his family when their wagon train was attacked by Sioux Indians alongside the Platte River in Central Nebraska.  Hear how Johnny escapes, and how his life was forever changed by the events that happened that day on the Oregon Trail.

Curly Ladd – Pony Express Riders (8th grade)

Be recruited to join the Pony Express in 1861.  Learn why skinny, exceptionally good horse riders who were orphans were the choice riders of the Pony Express.  See if you have what it takes to be one yourself.

Ronnie O’Brien – Ellen O’Brien and a Pawnee Story (4th grade)

Learn about one of the first families to settle along the Mormon/California Trail in central Nebraska.  Hear how they met an Indian Chief who became their friend and helped them survive their first winter on the prairie.

Ronnie O’Brien – Ellen O’Brien and a Sioux Story (8th grade)

Ronnie tells of the two tribes first encountered by Irish settlers along the Mormon/California trail in central Nebraska, the Pawnee and the Sioux.  She tells the story of the Sioux and their reaction to the settlers taking up the land, and of the fears the first settlers knew because of this tribe that was desperate to save their way of life on the plains. 

